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( Bucharest, December 10th 2003. Center for Partnership and Equality (CPE) launched the first Research on Domestic Violence and Violence in the Workplace.

As a premiere for Romania, The Center for Partnership and Equality (CPE), member organization of Soros Open Network Romania, launched today, December 10th 2003, the Research on Domestic Violence and Violence in the Workplace. 

The research was conducted by IMAS during July and August 2003, using a population sample of 1.806 individuals that is representative at the national level, formed of women and men, aged 18 years old and over.

The results of the Research point out the fact that Romanian population is more indulgent to the issue of domestic violence than the population of the European Union countries: 4 Romanians out of 10 consider that the acts of domestic physical violence cannot be considered very important facts, unlike the situation of European Union countries where this percentage is of only 1,5 to 10.

„The high level of tolerance concerning domestic violence, combined with the use of existing stereotypes regarding the phenomenon, indicate, in many cases, that aggressive behavior is considered to be normal”, said Roxana Tesiu, Executive President of CPE. ”As a result, violent behavior disguised as normality is being transmitted from one generation to the next”, added the Executive President of CPE.

At the same time, almost half of the Romanian population is not aware of the existence of a legal instrument that regulates domestic violence, and over 80% of the victims did not report to the authorities in order to put an end to the acts of violence they were subjected to.

„The data gathered in the research allows the underlining of the significant social costs generated by domestic violence and violence in the workplace, and the fact that these phenomena have serious implication for the public health system”, commented Roxana Tesiu.

The project was financially supported by the Open Society Institute (OSI), through the Legal Resources Center (LRC) Bucharest.

The complete results of the research, charts and database, can be downloaded from PEC’s website, www.gender.ro, section Resources/ Research.

For further information please contact Center for Partnership and Equality – CPE, phone: +40 21 212 1196/97, fax: +40 21 212 10 35, contact person: Monica Secoşan, Program Coordinator, msecosan@cpe.ro. 

CPE is committed to mainstreaming the principle of equal opportunities for women and men into the public policies and associated practices, as an integral part of democratization and the creation of an open society, in order to re-define the status and improve the condition of women in Romania.



In Romania, during the last 12 months:





- Almost one million women have frequently suffered from acts of domestic


 violence occurring in different forms;


- About 500.000 children have witnessed acts of physical violence between their


  parents;


- Approximatively 500.000 children under 14 years old have witnessed frequent insults and cursing between their parents or between other members of their


 households.








