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	Press release



Date: 24th of January, 2005
WOMEN – PROMOTOR OF THE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT
Center for Partnership and Equality – CPE launches „Women – Promoter of the Local Development” Project, for women from the Fagaras region. The project is financed with 43.780 Euro by the European Union through Economic and Social Cohesion Program – Europe Fund and co-financed by CPE with 2.800 Euro with fund received from Open Society Foundation Romania.

The project will be implemented in partnership with the Foundation “Negru Voda” from Fagaras and aims to enhance the unemployed women’s capacities to develop and to manage competitive business within the agro-tourism field. 
The project’s goal is to support the collaboration and partnership between the unemployed women, with difficulties of integration within the socio – economic life in Fagaras, between the non-governmental organizations and the local authorities, for elaboration and implementation of a policy concerning the local development of agro-tourism. 
„The idea of the project aroused from the current situation of the labour market in the Brasov County, and especially from the Fagaras region, where the number of unemployed women with real potential for the development of business within the field of agro-tourism is very high. The project could help the women from this region to reintegrate into the labour market and could create new workplaces, by contributing to develop of the local community”, said Irina Sorescu, project coordinator.

Other important aspect of the project is that it will develop a Centre for Agro-tourism Promotion at the local level and will be realized a promotion package for the Fagaras region will as an agro-touristic objective. 
For further information concerning this project, please contact Center for Partnership and Equality – CPE, 33, Caderea Bastiliei St., Bucharest-1, phone +40 2121196/97, fax + 40 21 2121035, contact person: Irina Sorescu, project coordinator (isorescu@cpe.ro), Georgiana Avram, project officer (gavram@cpe.ro). 
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Project financed by the
EUROPEAN UNION
	The European Union supports Romania with expertise and financial resources in view of accession preparation, through three specific programmes: Phare, Ispa and Sapard. The beneficiary sectors vary from regional development and SME support, to investments in transport and environmental infrastructure and rural development. The total annual amount of funds allocated to Romania through the three pre-accession programmes is increasing from about 660 MEURO in 2003 to well over 1 billion in 2006.

The management of these funds is done by the Romanian authorities, under the coordination of the Ministry of European Integration.
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