[image: image3.emf]


	Press release



Date: 20th of January, 2005
THE TRADE UNIONS, PARTNERS IN PROMOTING EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR WOMEN AND MEN
Center for Partnership and Equality – CPE launches „Equal Opportunities for Women and Men – an European Value” Project, financed with 43.250 Euro by the European Union through Phare for Micro-Projects Program – EUROPE FUND and co-financed by CPE with 10.850 Euro with funds received from Open Society Foundation Romania.

The project will be implemented in partnership with CNS Cartel ALFA and aims to involve the Trade Union Confederation in promoting and applying the European and national legal provisions concerning equal opportunities for women and men on the labour market. 
The trade unions can and must play an important role in promoting a non-discriminatory treatment for women and men on the labour market. In this context, the project will bring an added value through the commitment of the trade unions’ members to the transformation of the principals of equal opportunity into concrete actions”, said Irina Sorescu, project coordinator.

The project’s main goals are to train and to inform the CNS Cartel ALFA members on the issue of equal opportunities for women and men on the labour market, to familiarize them with European patterns and standards concerning this issue and to distribute inside the Confederation, several materials containing information and good practices examples concerning: access and employment, work relations, maternity protection, sexual harassment. 
For further information concerning this project, please contact Center for Partnership and Equality – CPE, 33, Caderea Bastiliei St., Bucharest-1, phone +40 2121196/97, fax + 40 21 2121035, contact person: Irina Sorescu, project coordinator (isorescu@cpe.ro), Dana Martis, project officer (dmartis@cpe.ro). 
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Project financed by the
EUROPEAN UNION
	The European Union supports Romania with expertise and financial resources in view of accession preparation, through three specific programmes: Phare, Ispa and Sapard. The beneficiary sectors vary from regional development and SME support, to investments in transport and environmental infrastructure and rural development. The total annual amount of funds allocated to Romania through the three pre-accession programmes is increasing from about 660 MEURO in 2003 to well over 1 billion in 2006.

The management of these funds is done by the Romanian authorities, under the coordination of the Ministry of Public Finance.
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